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Engllsh Actor-Mnnazer. by Taking the Big Part
Himself, Leaves Little: Chance for Actress to
Rise—London Worse Off for Good Plays than New
York—Miss Jefireys Predicts “Leah Kleschna”

" Will-=Make a Sensation on the Other Side —*‘Best
‘Dressed  Woman on the London Stage” Pays
“American Women a Pretty Compliment—She
Isn’t Emotional and Doesn’t Like “Sad’’ Plays.
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! 8 1 was leaying the Hotel Majestic, a friend who lives there was

just coming 1n out of the wet,
“‘Business or pleaaure?" ghe Inquired, shaking off the last rain-
drop,
f “Miss Hilis Jeftreys," I replied,

“Oh!'" ghe exclaimed. “Migs Jefireys must be a very charming woman.
I have noticed her akout the hotel, 8he's not a bit like an actress.”

That's & much better and much shorter description than I could give of
the “[nglish actress who is making “The Prince Consort” almost human,
And, anyway, I shouldn't like to say “She's not a bit like an aotress,” with-
out adding “off the stage.” Paying compliments 1s a dellcate art,

‘'you will find Miiss Jeffreys in the cafe,” sald the clerk, when, ltrlkc-
belated, I approached the autocrat of the desk.

Misg Jeffreys was '‘discovered” In an obscure corner, Bho was oa'nnl
her breakfact and devouring & newspaper.

“No, I have quite finished,” she protested.

at once."

"Come, we wﬂl RO upstairs
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4 oW, you must promise not to ask me how I like Amerlca," sha
N laughingly Insisted as soon as we were seated, .
“1 won't even ask whether you like Americans,”
* “But I will tell you, neveriheless,” sald Miss Jeffreys, “I like them
fmmensely, and I do hope they will like me, I want so much to make
friends with them. So far they have been very kind, An Amerioan ay-
dience {8 wonderfully sympathetic and quick to show its appreciation, But |
1 will confess to being almost terror-stricken on the opening night, 10[
appear In & new play for the fist time s hard enough under any condi.
tions, but to face an American audience for the first time into the bar-

geln  made my task doubly hard. It seemed as If I should never got |
through the perfurmance, and when It was all over I sank Into g chair, !
quite done for. I've ‘always sald that every first night takes ten yearg opf |
fay life. This one must have tuken off twenty." ¢

“And s it worth the battle?”

*HAmphatically yes,"” declared Miss Jeftroys, sitting up very stra
o8 spariding with enthusiasm, “It {8 always worth the hu{tle O{Fpl:;lx?loz.
you win, There 18 a joy and satistaction in feeling you hava succeeded |
in gtving pleasure to others, An aimless )ife would kill me, I couldntI
endure leading a frivolovs, butterfly existence in soclety, Every woman
should have something with which to occupy herself qer!ounlv If I didn't|
act, I should sing, For years I gtudied the vlolin, but the strain on my
strength wae too great, so then I took up singing, Yes, I was in Heght opara, |
My first appearance was in a Sullivan opera, and T was In ‘La Cigale’ when
Sir Charles Wyndham offered me a position in his company,”
""Y}mr have X)lnltod America ‘before?" ]
“Yes, once, but I waa {1l all the time, and returned to England witho:
having made a single appearance. That was elght years ago, Ll [:nlt ‘;(I,”;.;,-l.t
ther than Philadelphia, where peritonitis kept me a priconer for slx woaeks
T had to bo carrled from the hotel, and geared then that I ghould never be
a.ble to act Mmln %

ob ot o o o b
<‘ HY l\est drossed woman or the London stage” gave me a lookw
T of amlable indulgence which plainly said “He's only a poor, stupld |
man” when 1 asked whether she bellevad Btage gowns have a
drawing powaer,

"0t gourse they have,” ghe answared. "Wm will come to see hand- |
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some gowns even when the plw is poor, I thought I had some protty
frocks until I saw those worn by American women, and then I concluded,
dear me, I might a8 well have left mine at home. All my gowns are made |’

by an American dressthaker in London, Ths American dressmaker is the
best in the world, just as your women are the best dressed women in the
world. I have dined and supped out quite & hit since coming here, and
have yet to #se an overdressed woman. The American woman has a style
all her own—a way of carrying her head. She may not always be pretty
or have & good figure, but:she knows how to put on her clothes, and that's
three-fourths of the bo,tue. Theré's a simpliaity about the American
woman’s gown that gives her a pecullar charm. The Paris woman wears
beautiful clothes, of course, but she so often gives you the impression of
being ovendressed. I mever go to Paris for'a frock. 'l‘he American dress-
maker {8 good enbugh for me."”

A discussion of Mrs. James Brown Potter's ‘“‘emotional gowns, which
have long since been leid in lavender, led to a discussion® of emotional act-
ing.

“When I read those two emotional soenes in “The Prince Congort,’
sald Miss Jeftreys, “I was in despair and told Mr. Tyler I was atraid”it
would be utterly impossible for me to do enything with them. Hg urged
me to try, and I consented with fesr and trembling, I am not natumally
emotional, What success I have had has been made in comedy roles, I
like comedy best, and I think most people go to the theatre to be amused
and not to have their ‘feelings’ wrought upon. ‘Sad plays,’ as they are called,
send me home depressed, and I purposely avold them, Why should we go
out of ourgway to make ourselves unhappy? Before I return,l may pus
on one of my old comedies, and when I come back in the autumn I expect
i appear in @ play which Mr, Sutro is 'wrmng for me, No, I won't have
‘emotions’ in either of them.” ]

o & » o o » o» o
N answer to the question whether London ln as badly off for good plays
as New York Mies Jeffreys sald:

“Worse offyI should pay. You seem to have & number of good plays
jover here. ‘Leah /leschna, for one, {8 & splendid play. It is so human,
It {mpressed me very much, Not only is the play excellent, but it is finely
acted by Mrs. Fiske and heér company. ‘Leah Kleschna' {s sure to make a
gensation in London when it {8 produced there,

“America offers great opportunity for the woman star. Yes, that is why
I came here, In London the actor-maneger system leaves the actress little
lchance to become & star. The actor-manager takes the big part himself,
leaving the actress a role which makes her merely a leading woman, We
|have hardly a woman star left, America hes taken all of them away from

lus. Yes, Bllen Terry and Mrs, Kendal are still on the other glde, but they

are in the provinces,
“Almost every Englic. actress longs to come to America. If she makes |

a success In New York there is the great advantage, from the business poin

of view, of a tour of the many large citles, No other country offers such | BhOADWAYr

opportunities,
“Afd then, too, the people are so pleasant. They are not like the Eng- |

lish—but I mustn't say anything about the English, Yes, I will say it,” |MUSEE

ghe continued after a moment's consideration, “for after all I'm not Eng-
lish, I'm Irlsh, What I started to say is, Americans do not have that stand-
offichniess characteristic of the English,
with you immediately. My husband, Mr, Bleath, who was here with Mr,
Weedon Grossmith and who Is here again to play a part in ‘The Trifler,’

which Mr, Murray Cargon ig to put on at the Princess, was charmed on his

" first vislt with the cordlality of Americans,”

New York newspapers alse came (n for Miss Jeffreys's approbation.
“The prominence given re¢iows of playr, surprised me, the blg headllnes
most, of all," she sald, ‘“Here the name of the play and that of the stay 18
dlsplayed In large type, whereas in the English papers there s usually one |
little line over the review, and unless the rea@r 18 looking for news of the
theatres he is likely not to notice the article. ™ It seems to me your news- |
papers must, help. or"-—wlth a wry noo-—"hurt &Rmomendousl i
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